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Foreword 



Museums are institutions for collecting, preserving, 
and interpreting historic, scientific, and artistic ob- 
jects of lasting value. They are almost as diverse as 
their collections and programs, ranging from historic 
boats and houses, art galleries and habitat display 
halls, to planetariums, zoos, and botanic gardens. 
Their numbers are increasing at a rapid rate. Rec- 
ognizing the lack of comprehensive information about 
museums, the U.S. Office of Education, together with 
the Smithsonian Institution and the American Asso- 
ciation of Museums, undertook a national survey of 
museums and related institutions in 1966-67. 

Major responsibility for the effort was assumed by 
staff members of the Office of Education. Direction 
of the project was provided by the author and Richard 
Grove, who were formerly with the Arts and Hu- 
manities Program. The Smithsonian Institution 
provided the services of researchers, particularly 
Mrs. Jean Eisenberg, who made a vital contribution 
toward editing the questionnaires, in addition to 
assisting with other aspects of the survey. The Ameri- 
can Association of Museums provided valuable 
liaison assistance. 



The project was composed of two parts: (1) the 
development and screening of as complete a list as 
possible of museums and related institutions in the 
United States, from which data were obtained, and (2) 
the analysis of information from those institutions 
which met certain minimal criteria. This publication 
reflects the second portion of the study. 

The data herein have been analyzed to indicate the 
national pattern of museum distribution: their 

governing authorities, exhibit subject classifications, 
and geographical locations. Attention also has been 
given to facilities and resources, staff, operating 
expenditures, attendance, and programs. Some in- 
dicators of quality in museums have been examined. 

This publication should be of particular interest 
not only to those employed by museums, and the 
many persons who render volunteer services in them, 
but also to those who use museums and to those whose 
organizations have responsibility for museum support. 
The latter include government agencies as well as 
educational institutions, nonprofit organizations, re- 
ligious groups, and interested companies and busi- 
nesses. 



Harold Arberg, Chief , 
Arts and Humanities Program. 



September 1969 
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